Reflections from Shrimad Bhagavadgita— Part 121: Chapter 13, Verses 10-13
(August 26 — September 1, 2020)
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TRANSLATION

non-attachment; absence of clinging to spouse, children, home, and
so on; even-mindedness amidst desired and undesired events in life;
constant and exclusive devotion toward Me; an inclination for
solitary places and an aversion for mundane society; constancy in
spiritual knowledge; and philosophical pursuit of the Absolute
Truth—all these I declare to be knowledge, and what is contrary to it,
I call ignorance.

I shall now reveal to you that which ought to be known, and by
knowing which, one attains immortality. It is the beginningless
Brahman, which lies beyond existence and non-existence.
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Chapter 13

Verses 10 - 12:

Verses 10-13 are a continuation of the enumeration of attributes that are essential to qualify
for the knowledge of the kshetra-jna or the knower of the field of activities, which Lord
Krishna described earlier in Verses 8 and 9 above. A total of 12 attributes were described in
Verses 8 & 9. In these five verses, Lord Krishna describes an additional 8 qualifications for
knowledge of the Kshetra-jna. These include: Asakti is detachment from excessive
attraction to wife, sons and family members. Anaabhishvanga is neutrality in both
happiness and distress. Samachitta is equipoise of mind in both favorable and unfavorable
circumstances. Bhakti is rendering exclusive loving devotion to the Supreme Lord Krishna.
Vivikta-desha-sevitvam is fondness for solitary places out in nature for inhabiting.
Aratirjnanasansadi is aversion from mundane activities, such as finding pleasure in talks
about worldly people and worldly affairs. The one who is cultivating divine consciousness
develops a natural distaste for such activities. Adhyatma-jnana-nityatvam is to be
permanently established in knowledge of the soul. Tattva-jnana-darshana is contemplating
the spiritual teachings of the Vedas to gain insight. Jnana refers to that knowledge where
one can achieve atma tattva or realization of the soul. The aggregate of imbibing these 20
most excellent attributes facilitates atma tattva within the jiva or embodied being. Whatever
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is contrary and opposed to these 20 attributes is to be considered ignorance and detrimental
to any real knowledge of the soul.

Verse 13:

After describing the 20 indispensable attributes that are required to achieve the Supreme
Ultimate Truth, Lord Krishna now explains at length the nature of the ksetra-jna or knower
of the field of activity with reference to the individual atma or immortal soul which is well
worth knowing and of great value. Understanding that the atma is eternal and completely
different from the perishable physical body and is not subject to mundane modifications
like birth, old age, disease and death, one begins to taste Supreme Bliss. The atma is beyond
all the qualities and potencies of material existence, no matter how powerful they may be.
When the true nature of the Brahman, the innermost self as the atma, is revealed and all
nescience is completely removed, it is known to be neither sat or existence nor asat or non-
existence. The use of the term innermost self to refer to the Brahman does not create any
contradiction because when the atma is realized its veil is removed and nescience is
removed with it and the extensive and unlimited nature it is endowed with is revealed.



