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Commentary: 

Verse 6: 

Arjuna states that he does not know which one is better, victory or defeat, since he sees victory also 

as a defeat because by being forced into the situation of having to slay his relatives in the Kaurava 

army he would not have any desire to live afterwards. So win or lose was a defeat in Arjuna’s eyes. 

Verse 7: 

Therefore Arjuna is saying that with his natural qualities of valour and courage subdued by a feeling 

of helplessness, he has no desire even to live and in sinfulness for even considering to participate in 

the destruction of a dynasty. When one’s mind is perplexed regarding duty and responsibility one 

should definitely take direction from higher authority. In the case of Arjuna, who was in doubt as to 

whether or not it was righteous or unrighteous for a kshatriya to give up fighting. Therefore, 

without hesitation he fully surrendered unto the Supreme Lord and beseiged Him to instruct what 

was in his best spiritual interests to engage in. 

Verse 8: 

Here Arjuna plainly states that he does not see any action that would alleviate his grief that was 

drying up his senses, including even the rulership of the demigods. So, clearly Arjuna was not to be 

consoled by any amount of power and prosperity, and thus to dispel his grief he turned to the 
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Supreme Lord for guidance.  The one in delusion needs to hear knowledge of the ultimate truth 

from those who are qualified, and who is more qualified than the Supreme Lord Krishna? 

Verse 9: 

Sanjaya told Dhritarashtra that Arjuna finishes his lamentation by saying that he would not fight 

and then silently waits for the Supreme Lord's instructions. overwhelmed with grief, Arjuna was not 

apparently able to perceive the distinction between the physical body that was destructible and the 

soul that was non-destructible. 

Verse 10: 

Sanjaya continued his conversation with Dhritarashtra, saying that Lord Krishna, situated between 

the two armies, with a slight smile upon His face, spoke to the grief-stricken Arjuna who was 

immersed in entanglement of fraternal delusion. 

Verse 11: 

Discerning that Arjuna's grief was due to the absence of discrimination between the soul and the 

physical body, the Supreme Lord Krishna told Arjuna that he was grieving for those who should not 

be grieved for, such as Bhishma and Drona, who are engaged in battle to win merit. Lord Krishna 

mocks at Arjuna’s deluson that without relatives there is no purpose in ruling the kingdom or in 

living. Moreover Arjuna talks like the one learned by saying that sin would be incurred upon slaying 

relatives but then disregarding the very fact that Duryodhana and his brothers are heinious 

offenders. He advises Arjuna that those with spiritul intelligence do not grieve for the dead or the 

living, and such individuals are considered wise, and the wise never lament over physical body. 


