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Chapter 11 

 

Verse 22:  

 

The Rudras, Adityas, Vasus, Sadhyas, Vishvadevas, Ashwini Kumaras, Maruts, Ancestors, 

Gandharvas, Yakshas, Asuras, and Siddhas are all looking aghast at the terrifying splendor 

of Lord Krishna’s Vishvarupa or divine universal form. The word ushmapash refers to the 

group of forefathers known as Pitris or the deified (exalted to the rank of deities) ancestors. 

 

Verses 23: 

 

Lord Krishna's almighty, omnipotent vishvarupa or divine universal form was so colossal 

that it extended beyond the sky into the spaces between the galaxies and even unto the 

universes. Having unlimited feet, legs, arms, heads, faces mouths and teeth, it was fierce to 

behold Lord’s vishvarupa and caused great trepidation and fear to the beings of all worlds. 

The words bahu-damstraa-karaalam mean innumerable, ferocious teeth that were 

terrifying in appearance. So, it was no surprise that Arjuna was trembling in fright at the 

brutal sight of Lord Krishna’s vishvarupa. 

 

Verses 24: 
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In here, Arjuna addresses Lord Krishna as Vishnu, which means all-pervading sustainer of 

worlds. Seeing Lord Krishna's vishvarupa or divine universal form pervading all visible 

directions in blazing and fierce splendor with gaping mouths emitting fire and large fiery 

eyes, a feeling of uncontrollable fright overcame Arjuna, who then confessed that he had 

completely lost his equilibrium and it was not possible for him to regain his composure in 

the presence of Lord’s vishvarupa. The words nabhah means the firmament (sky) above 

and is in reference to the parama-vyoma which is the supreme region beyond even the 

heavenly planets and celestial spheres which are still subject to prakriti or the material 

substratum pervading physical existence. Several Vedic scriptures describe Nabhah, for 

example, tad akshate parame vyoman (Maha Narayan Upanishad), meaning high above 

in the imperishable firmament, and aditya-varnam tamasah parastat (Purusha Suktam) 

meaning the golden firmament beyond all ignorance. The Supreme Controller of all resides 

in the highest imperishable heaven. Because it is the spiritual abode of the Supreme Lord 

whose power is primordial, eternal and absolute, it is transcendental to prakriti the 

material substratum pervading physical existence and not subject to the modifications of 

the material creation. 

 

 


