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Chapter 16 

Verse 05: 

 

Lord Krishna explains to Arjuna the opposing results of the divine nature and the demoniac 

nature. The divine nature which follows the ordinances and injunctions of the Vedic 

scriptures has been regarded from time immemorial by self-realized sages and rishis as 

conducive to moksha or liberation from material existence due to spiritual knowledge and 

attaining communion with the Supreme Lord. The demoniac nature, on the other hand, 

leads one to act contrarily to the ordinances and injunctions of the Vedic scriptures and 

hence is conducive to enslavement in samsara, the perpetual cycle of birth and death and 

bondage in material existence, taking birth each time in lower and more degraded life 

forms. Seeing despondency on His devotee’s face, Lord Krishna assures Arjuna “Ma 

Shuchah”, meaning not to worry, for he is without a doubt born of the divine nature. 

 

Verse 06: 
 

Lord Krishna states here that there are only two types of created beings: Those that are of 

the divine nature and those that are of the demoniac nature. The qualities and attributes of 

the divine nature have been described in detail in chapters 7, 9, and 12. The 13th chapter 

examined the 24 virtues beginning with amanitvam or humility, which are all part of the 

divine nature. The 14th chapter disclosed the characteristics of a person who has 
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transcended the effects of the gunas or three modes of material nature. The 15th chapter lists 

26 virtues beginning with the word abhayam, meaning fearlessness due to knowing the 

atma or the immortal soul is eternal and can never be destroyed. Thus, the divine nature 

has been extensively elaborated and elucidated. The demoniac nature, by contrast, includes 

fiendishly, diabolical, and perverted mentalities and inane and futile attempts to usurp the 

power of the Supreme Lord for their own degraded designations. Lord Krishna emphasizes 

that the demoniac nature should always be avoided and rejected. Such demoniac nature is 

delineated in detail in this and the next 12 verses. From their very birth it has been 

predetermined from the merits and demerits accumulated in unlimited past life activities 

whether or not a jiva or embodied being is of the divine nature following the ordinances 

and injunctions of the Vedic scriptures and devoted to the Supreme Lord Krishna or is of 

the demoniac nature, belligerent and antagonistic to the ordinances and injunctions of the 

Vedic scriptures.  

 

Verse 07: 
 

The word Pravritti is the performance of proper actions which means engaging in Vedically 

authorized activities as dharma or righteousness which leads to realms of spiritual 

beatitude and moksha or liberation from material existence. Nivritti is engaging in 

improper activities which lead to bondage. The demons known also as asuras, meaning 

those without spiritual illumination and spiritual insight, have no scope for fathoming 

spiritual principles. They do not comprehend either Pravritti or Nivritti. Shaucham means 

cleanliness both internally and externally. The demons are always polluted by their own 

depraved thoughts and degraded actions and hence are never clean. Aachaara means 

exemplary behavior and excellent conduct such as performing japa or repetitively chanting 

Lord’s Holy names or sankirtan or congregationally chanting, for example, “Hare Krishna 

Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare” 

or repeatedly reciting “Gaayatri Mantra”. The demoniac persons conduct their depraved, 

diabolical rituals explicitly for physical, personal and material gain for themselves and the 

resultant karma or the corresponding reactions to previous actions sinks them deeper and 

deeper into lower and lower degraded forms of material existence, birth after birth. The 

demoniac persons are completely oblivious to the knowledge which would free them from 

the enslavement of samsara, the perpetual cycle of birth and death due to ignorance of 

spiritual knowledge that leads to moksha. The demoniac are vile, impure, evil, perverse, 

cruel, diabolical, untruthful, untrustworthy, bereft of all righteousness. Those jivas 

possessing such qualities are to be irrefutably known as demons.  

 

Verse 08: 
 

The demoniac mentality is very dark and limited in scope. The demoniac believe creation to 

be false or asatyam or unreal without any basis or purpose. The demoniac refuse to 



acknowledge or accept the absolute authority of the Vedic scriptures which have manifested 

for the benefit of all creation. The demoniac say that the ordinances and injunctions of the 

Vedic scriptures are nebulous and imaginary having no moral implications or applications 

to concepts of right or wrong. The demoniac state that creation exists without any 

aparaspara or cause. The demoniac propound that creation is without apratistham or any 

support, maintenance or foundation. The demoniac postulate that creation is anishvaram 

without any controller or God. They regard the unlimited myriads of variegated jivas or 

embodied beings as merely arising spontaneously on their own accord like bubbles arising 

in water; without the auspices of a Supreme Lord or Almighty God, without even a singular 

consciousness manifesting as a creator. The demoniac hypothesize that creation originated 

by the mutual union of a supra human male and female in sexual intercourse and cite as 

their evidence the visible proof that all species cohabit in this way and that is how creation 

expanded and evolved. The demoniac hence belligerently believe that the origins of creation 

is from lust alone without superior agency. All these blatantly erroneous concepts they 

adamantly cling to as rust stubbornly clings to metal. 

 


