Reflections from Shrimad Bhagavadgita— Part 152: Chapter 17, Verses 01-03
(March 31 - April 6, 2021)

Please Nate: Click Unywhere an Jhe Dark (ea Below te Listen te the Ubove Verses

ORIGINAL SANSKRIT DOCUMENT TRANSLITERATION

-
S HAGRAS =Y ATHA SAPTADASHODHYAYAH

3 arjuna uvacha
IS S |
I AT Tsted SFgaTfead: |

%l'qi' l?_l'g]' g CA| %;EUT gﬁ';"g\[ IETH: | 99-2 1l tesham nishtha tu ka krishna sattvam aho rajas
tamah

W I shri-bhagavan uvacha

e Wald SreT e |1 ST | tri-vidha bhavati $hraddha dehinam sa svabhava-ja

ye Shastra-vidhim utsrijya yajante sShraddhayanvitah

o = N .
ATicaeh! TG = qet =id df Y N §9-R Il sattviki rajasi chaiva tamasi cheti tam $hrinu
A&l gae ST VaTd A | sattvanurupa sarvasya $hraddha bhavati bharata

= & i
GHAST Jo¥l 91 T=5a: § W §: 1 R9- W ¢hraddha-mayo ‘yam purusho yo yach-chhraddhah
sa eva sah



https://drive.google.com/file/d/13AvbfGOtPtp3hbf_MnmTcEd2T5Jp82p2/view?usp=sharing

TRANSLATION

(0O1) Arjun said:
O Krishna, where do they stand who disregard the injunctions of the
scriptures, but still worship with faith? Is their faith in the mode of

goodness, passion, or ignorance?

(02) The Supreme Divine Personality Krishna said:

Every human being is born with innate faith, which can be of three
kinds—sattvic, rajasic, or tamasic. Now hear about this from me.

(03) The faith of all humans conforms to the nature of their mind. All
people possess faith, and whatever the nature of their faith, that is
verily what they are.
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Chapter 17

Verse 01

At the close of Chapter 16, Lord Krishna commented that one who disregards the
injunctions of the Vedic scriptures, but instead foolishly follows the impulses of the body
and the whims of the mind, will not achieve perfection, happiness, or freedom from the
cycle of life and death. He thus recommended that people follow the guidance of the
scriptures and act accordingly. This instruction led to the present question by Arjuna. He
desires to know the spiritual standing of those who worship with utmost faith but without
any regard to Vedic injunctions. In particular, he wishes to understand the answer in terms
of the three modes of material nature, including Saatvic, Raajasic, and Taamasic gunas.

Verse 02

In this verse, Lord Krishna elaborates on how shraddha or faith differentiates itself under
the auspices of one of the three gunas or modes of material nature, which are sattva guna
the mode of goodness, raja guna the mode of passion and tama guna the mode of
ignorance. These three archetypes apply to all beings and all things within the material
nature. Those who have no knowledge of the Vedic scriptures and are indifferent to them
languish in tama guna. Those who have some knowledge of the Vedic scriptures yet chose
to disrespect and oppose them due to insidious motives and nefarious intrigues are
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bewildered in raja guna. Those who faithfully follow the ordinances and injunctions of the
Vedic scriptures are safely situated in sattva guna due to having performed pious activities
in innumerable past lives without selfish motivations. Their faith is directed to the worship
of the Supreme Lord, and as such, is conducive for moksha or liberation from material
existence. The inherent characteristics one possesses in present life are determined by
activities performed in previous lives that were voluntarily followed. These innate
characteristics catapult a jiva or embodied being into one of the three gunas and the
corresponding type of faith one possesses is in accordance with the guna they are situated
in.

Verse 03:

The word sattvanurupa means according to the mental characteristics. The shraddha or
faith of everyone is dependent upon and molded to their individual mental constitution. The
quality of faith is determined by one's mental disposition which is the intellectual
characteristics or lack of and the impressions that the mind is imbued with, which is the
impetus which propels one into one of the three gunas or modes of material nature.
Although by nature intellect is essentially of sattva guna the mode of goodness, yet because
intellect is a product of the ego it still promotes desires and attractions which are threefold
even as are the types of food and drinks one finds appealing. All this is due to samskaras or
impressions from past lives where such activities were engaged in habitually. At the very
moment of birth itself, one is born with a preponderance of either sattva guna with
attraction to the divine energy, raja guna or mode of passion with attraction to demoniac
entities and tama guna or mode of ignorance with an attraction to ghosts and spirits. In the
human race, it can be seen that the intellect is mixed but still there will be a preponderance
for one of the three gunas. But because the intellect of everyone is situated only in the
quality of sattva guna, the element of faith itself is characterized by goodness. But one who
is situated in raja guna has faith but in passion and hence deluded, one who is situated in
tama guna has faith but in ignorance and thus perverted. Whereas one who is situated in
sattva guna has faith that is in goodness which is the natural state of the intellect and thus
they are not subject to delusion and perversion. The jivas or embodied beings revolving in
samsara the perpetual cycle of birth and death have not qualified for moksha or liberation
from material existence; yet they are all constituted of faith and whatever the nature of their
faith, indeed that is what they verily are. In the word shraddhamaya the suffix maya
meaning constitutes, expresses the preponderance towards one of the three types of faith.
The qualities of sattva guna, raja guna and tama guna are discerned by the activities that a
Jiva engages themselves in. Those established in sattva guna advance and evolve spiritually.
Those who are rooted in raja guna stay where they are, unable to advance and evolve and
those who are enveloped in tama guna sink deeper into lower species and existences.



