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Chapter 16 

Verse 09: 

 

Elaborating further on demoniac activities, Lord Krishna in this verse, gives some precise 

insights to the demoniac mentality. He says that such activities stem from exceedingly 

impure minds and deranged intellects that are extremely limited and therefore, 

materialistically orientated that they are only able to accept and believe what they can 

directly perceive by their mind and senses. They incorrigibly perform heinous and horrible 

deeds that lead to the degradation and destruction of all creation. They embrace the 

doctrine of atheism, negating their own atma or immortal soul because of illusion and their 

inability to accept anything other than the direct perception of what they experience with 

their mind and senses. Hence, life after life they are oblivious to the eternal spiritual 

position inherent within their self and they become deluded lost souls. The conceptions they 

adhere to are fallacious and their activities are despicable because they lack discriminative 

knowledge of the difference between the atma and the physical body. What is eternal and 

what is not eternal. What should be accepted and what should be rejected. Thus, they are 

evilly disposed, enemies of all, full of violence, devoted to diabolical actions and the root of 

chaos and destruction throughout creation. 

 

Verse 10: 
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In this verse, Lord Krishna further clarifies that the demoniac individuals are propelled by 

lust and greed that are insatiable. Possessed of hypocrisy and mendacity, they resort to the 

worship of discarnate demons, ghastly ghosts and satanic spirits in their attempts to 

increase their power and longevity. Ensnared by delusion or mohad, they perform such 

depraved, degraded, and degenerative activities of diabolical dimensions with impure 

minds. The compound word ashuchi-vratah means the demoniac individuals fiendishly 

execute devilish rituals such as blood and fat sacrifices by killing animals and even humans 

in following their diabolical rites. They engage in acts that are specifically prohibited by the 

Vedic scriptures, opposing all sense of righteousness, morality and decency. 

 

Verse 11 + Verse 12: 
 
The demoniac individuals constantly besiege themselves with insatiable desires that are 

very difficult to accomplish and then maintain. They are always full of anxiety and under 

pressure to maintain what they have gained. They carry their constant worry to their very 

graves at the time of death. Lord Krishna explains that infatuated by illusion, they 

incessantly pursue the objects of the senses, foolishly thinking that this is the main goal of 

existence and that there is nothing else of more value. In order to have the ability to fully 

exploit all forms of sense gratification, the demoniac individuals manipulate themselves 

surreptitiously into all areas of power and contrive to the utmost to control by deceptive, 

dishonest and despicable means as much wealth as possible. The constant pursuit of power 

and wealth in order to enjoy unrestricted sense gratification is for them the only goal in 

material existence. They are absolutely convinced that there is nothing superior to the joy of 

sensual pleasure even if enjoyed over and over again without cessation. Hence, the 

demoniac mentality itself holds the demoniac people tightly in bondage by the innumerable 

expectations they harbor from the innumerable desires they hanker for as a result of 

extreme lust and greed. So, Lord Krishna has clearly defined the characteristics of the 

demoniac people who by deceptive, dishonest and despicable means surreptitiously 

manipulate themselves into positions of power and control, and deliberately contrive by vile 

and unrighteous means to usurp the divine order and destroy creation. 

 


