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Chapter 5 

 

Verse 16:  
In this verse, Lord Krishna states that persons whose spiritual knowledge has become 

awakened do not become deluded in the material existence. They are able to discriminate 

between the mundane material knowledge and the divine spiritual knowledge of the atma 

(soul or self) as part of the Paramaatma (the Supersoul or the Supreme). This spiritual 

knowledge destroys all ignorance and manifests illumination of the Supreme Lord within 

the heart of a human being just as the sun destroys darkness and illuminates all things. 

Despite the combined light of the full moon and all the visible stars in a cloudless sky, the 

night does not fully disappear.  But the moment the sun rises, the night makes a hasty exit.  

The light of the sun is such that the darkness cannot remain before it.  The light of God’s 

knowledge has a similar effect in dispelling the darkness of ignorance. Darkness is 

responsible for creating illusions. In the darkness of ignorance, we identify ourselves with 

the body, and consider ourselves to be the doers and enjoyers of our actions.  When the light 

of God’s knowledge begins shining brightly, the illusion beats a hasty retreat, and the soul 

wakes up to its true spiritual identity, even while it lives in the city of nine gates. 

Verse 17:  
Here Lord Krishna talks about those whose intellect is directed towards God 

(Tadbuddhayaḥ), whose soul is totally absorbed in God (Tadātmanaḥ), whose faith in God 
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is fixed and their conviction is unwavering and steady (Tanniṣhṭhāḥ), and who strive for 

God as the supreme goal and the only refuge (Tatparāyaṇaḥ).  Such persons will have their 

darkness of ignorance and the material bondage dispelled by the light of spiritual 

knowledge, their sins dissolved by self-realization (Atma Tattva), and they quickly achieve 

the state of total liberation (Moksha) to attain the Supreme Lord. 

Verse 18:  
Here Lord Krishna makes a clear distinction between the mundane physical vision versus 

the divine spiritual vision. In the mundane physical vision, a Brahmin, who performs 

worship ceremonies, is looked upon with great respect, while a dog-eater is frowned upon as 

an outcaste; a cow is milked for human consumption, but not a dog; an elephant is used for 

ceremonial parades, but none of the other animals are.  From the physical perspective, these 

species are sharp contrasts in the spectrum of life on our planet.  However, a truly learned 

person endowed with spiritual knowledge sees them all as eternal souls, and hence views 

them with an equal eye. Lord Krishna further adds that the divine knowledge is always 

accompanied by a sense of humility (Vinaya Vidyā Sampanne), while shallow bookish 

knowledge is accompanied with only the false pride of scholarship.  

Verse 19:  

In this verse, Lord Krishna states that we cannot ever achieve the equality of vision toward 

all living beings, as described in the previous verse, if we continue to think of ourselves as 

the body because we will experience continued desires and aversions for bodily pleasures 

and discomforts.  Saints rise above bodily consciousness and absorb their minds in God, 

giving up all worldly attachments. When one’s mind is situated in this divine consciousness, 

attachment to bodily pleasures and pains get transcended, and one reaches a state of 

equanimity.  This equipoise that comes through the sacrifice of selfish bodily desires makes 

one Godlike in demeanor. It should be noted here that equality in vision also means to rise 

beyond likes and dislikes, happiness and misery, pleasure and pain.  Shree Krishna says that 

those who are able to do so transcend the samsara of repeated birth and death. 

Verse 20: 
This verse firmly establishes the essence of the earlier four verses, i.e, the cause of triumph 

over samsara or the perpetual cycle of birth and death is absolute equanimity of perception 

that the eternal soul is equally situated in all naturally created beings. One who is also 

equipoised regarding the dualities and not elated by obtaining something pleasant thinking 

how lucky am I, nor dejected by receiving something unpleasant thinking how unfortunate 

am I. Such a person endowed with firm resolution reflects that sentiment: I will steadfastly 

cross over the ocean of samsara through the knowledge of atma or self-realization of the 

soul. Such a person is free from all doubts and infatuation with delusion which is merely a 

tendency of the mind. Such a person becomes a knower of the Brahman or Paramaatman 

or the Ultimate Truth of the Universe. Such a person lives one’s life immersed in 

the atma or soul which is of the same absolute nature of the Paramaatman (The Supersoul 

or the Brahman). 

 



 

 


