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Chapter 16 

Verse 17 

 

In this verse, Lord Krishna describes some characteristic features of demoniac people: They 

are belligerent, haughty, full of vanity, impertinent, pompous, and arrogant, all due to their 

possessing great wealth and exercising the power and control that great wealth can 

manipulate. Sambhavitah means conceited, self-aggrandizing. The demoniac flatter 

themselves. Sthabdah means impertinent, pompous. Thinking they are the better than 

anybody else. Dhana-maana-mada-anvitah means inebriated and puffed up by wealth, 

prestige, and power. Avidhi-purvakam means the demoniac do pseudo rituals condemned 

by the Vedas. Lord Krishna says that whatever ritualistic ceremonies the demoniac execute 

is nothing more than a pretentious display of self-conceit. They make a big show so the 

public will think that they are pious. Their active engagement looks on the outside as if it is 

correct, but it is never attuned to devotion unto the Supreme Lord neither does it adhere to 

the ordinances of the Vedic scriptures. The demoniac possessing arrogance and 

impertinence due to intoxication of wealth make superficial rituals without faith and void of 

righteousness only for deceiving the public into regarding them as pious and not due to any 

spiritual pursuits. 

 

Verse 18 
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In this verse, Lord Krishna describes some additional qualities and characteristics of 

demoniac individuals. He says they are vile, malicious, cruel, belligerent and insolent. They 

enjoy finding faults in everything righteous and in subverting the virtues and attributes of 

the pious. They  totally disregard, disrespect and even despise the Supreme Lord who is 

situated within their own hearts as Paramatma, the omnipresent supreme soul, and in the 

hearts of all living entities everywhere in creation. The word ahankara means egotistic 

thinking that they are independent of the Supreme Lord. The word darpam means 

insolence, thinking that they are most important. Pradvishantah means despise, meaning 

that they openly despise the Supreme Lord. They determinedly oppose the Supreme Lord at 

every opportunity in every way they can. They take great pains to degrade moral values, 

encourage depraved activities and destroy the family unit. Although the demoniac possess 

no righteous qualities, they still consider themselves superior to others, and cannot tolerate 

even the slightest insults. The demoniac are full of anger and will not hesitate to use brutal 

force to maim and kill others. They are inextricably addicted to lust, greed and sense 

gratification, and when opposed by obstacles, the demoniac become enraged causing 

intense agony to others as well as to themselves.  

 

Verse 19: 

 

After describing the evil activities and characteristics of those possessing a demoniac 

nature, Lord Krishna explains in this verse and the next the consequence of such activities. 

As stated earlier, demoniac are the vilest among created beings. They are evil, diabolical, 

devilish, cruel, sinful and spiteful. They execute abominable activities that are always 

opposed to Lord Krishna and the sanatan dharma, the path of eternal righteousness. The 

Supreme Lord who is fully cognizant of every aspect of His creation, permits them to pursue 

their wishes, while they are being hurled into demoniac wombs birth after birth. He keeps 

them incessantly revolving in samsara, the perpetual cycle of birth and death, and flings 

them into lower and more degraded forms of life with each successive birth. 

 

Verse 20: 
 

In this verse, Lord Krihna further elaborates on the consequence of evil activities of 

demoniac people. The words aprapya eva means that the demoniac can never attain the 

Supreme Lord and denotes that they are never imbued with the intelligence to have the 

consciousness to seek the association of the virtuous people. The words asurim yonim 

means demoniac wombs and refers to birth of those jivas or embodied beings that are 

diametrically opposed to the divine will of the Supreme Lord Krishna. Those of a demoniac 

nature never have an affinity or even tolerance for the path of righteousness and so they 

spawn and are hurled into wombs of lower and lower degraded demoniac forms as their 

reward to enhance their venomous delusion. Locked in ignorance and nescience they are 

continuously unable to have the slightest spiritual impulse to even approach the devotees of 



Lord Krishna and learn from them submissively. Hence, without the mercy of devotees, it is 

not possible to approach the Supreme Lord, and thus the demoniac are forever barred from 

attaining the Supreme Lord who is the ultimate bestower of all results.  

 


