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Chapter 15 

Verse 18:  

 

Lord Krishna says here that He is transcendental to both the ksharah or perishable which 

includes all jivas or embodied beings as well as the aksarah or imperishable including all 

the atmas or immortal souls. He is celebrated and glorified as Purushottama, the Supreme 

Being. The Shvetasvatara Upanisad VI.XVI beginning “sa vishva krid vishva avid atma” 

states: The Supreme Being is the creator of everything as well as the knower of everything. 

He is also the absolute controller of everything. He is the cause of liberation from material 

existence by the jivas or embodied beings and it is due to aversion to Him that jivas are 

entangled in samsara the perpetual cycle of birth and death. The Vishnu Sahasranama, 

verse 16 is states that the Supreme Lord is paramount among all beings. The Puranas glorify 

Him as the Supreme Sovereign of all that exists. 

 

Verse 19:  

 

In this verse, Lord Krishna reveals the results one acquires by knowing Him as the Ultimate, 

Absolute, and Paramount Supremacy to all that exists. The Lord says that those who are not 

subject to illusion and delusion, who can discriminate between the physical body and the 

atma or immortal soul and have realized that He is the Purushottama or the Supreme 

being, have acquired the complete knowledge. These are the jivas or embodied beings that 
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are all knowing for they have perceived the essence as well as the goal of all existence. This 

is confirmed in the Chandogya Upanisad III.XIV.VI beginning sarvakarmi sarvakamah 

sarvagandhah sarvarash, meaning: The Supreme Lord is the cause of all causes, the 

Supreme Divinity, possessing all transcendental qualities and endowed with glorious, 

blissful accruements, whose immanence is all pervading. In chapter 7, verse 7 of 

Bhagvadgita (mattaḥ parataraṁ nānyat kiñchid asti dhanañjaya, mayi sarvam idaṁ 

protaṁ sūtre maṇi-gaṇā iva), Lord Krishna has already asserted that there is nothing 

superior to Him. Thus, the spiritually evolved propitiate and worship Lord Krishna with 

bhakti or exclusively loving devotion by speech with prayers to Him, by voice with songs of 

homage to Him, by sacred actions dedicated to Him, and by a mind totally absorbed in love 

for Him. Except for the Supreme Lord Krishna, who exists within the innermost etheric 

heart of all jivas or embodied beings as Paramatma, the Supreme Soul, there is no one else 

more worthy of adoration than Him.  

 

Verse 20: 
 
Lord Krishna concludes this chapter by saying in this verse that He has revealed to Arjuna 
the most confidential secret of all secrets because He considers Arjuna to be of a divine 
nature and a worthy recipient. This secret is Lord Krishna’s aspect of Purushottama, the 
Supreme Being. It is totally different and distinct from both ksharah, the perishable, and 
aksharah, the imperishable, being totally transcendental to them although both originate 
from Him. He is omnipotent, omnisicent and omni-present. The Purushottama aspect of 
Lord Krishna has been substantiated by Vedic scriptures that this spiritual knowledge in 
itself is enough to manifest spiritual enlightenment and all that arises from it without 
having any direct contact with the Purushottama, the Supreme Being, as that is not a 
requirement for success. One who knows this shall become perpetually spiritually 
enlightened; acquiring all the attributes and wisdom by which one aspiring to attain Lord 
Krishna will possess. Such a one will have accomplished all works and duties and the result 
of every activity needed to attain Lord Krishna by renunciation and penance.  
 


